• 3 Youth Counselors with at least four years experience in educational intervention services. These counselors work with the children within the home.
• 1 Homeownership Counselor -This counselor works with participants of all ages with budgeting, credit counseling and eventually homeownership.
Brighter Futures Programs
Coordination of Services
• Family Counselor and Youth Counselor work together within the home. Each having their own primary focus of family members.
• Family Counselor is the lead counselor within the home.
• Youth Counselor brings family issues to the Family Counselor when intervention is needed with the parent.
• Family Counselor refers family to homeownership counselor when credit or budgeting assistance is needed or for preparation for homeownership.
Team Review
• All case management staff meets weekly.
• Each counselor presents no less than two of their current clients.
• Case manager's presentation includes: strengths, goals, barriers, and their current self sufficiency rating.
Brighter Futures Programs Purpose of Team Review
• Formal venue for discussion of situations that other counselors may be able to assistance.
• Check and balance for counselor's activities.
• Team analysis of overall progress of participant.
• Amendments will be made to IDP's as needed.
• Reduced stress of counselor with team approach.
Brighter Futures Programs
Self Sufficiency Rating
• Able-bodied adults are rated on 8 different dimensions to come up with the total rating (income, employment, education, social skills, motivation, support system, transportation and childcare.)
• Youth are rated on 7 different dimensions to come up with the total rating (grades, attendance, tardiness, behavior, social skills, support system and motivation)
• Each dimension is broken into six levels.
• The overall rating is the average that rates them from 1-self sufficient to 6-in crisis.
Role of a youth counselor • Makes themselves known to all teachers, guidance counselors and specialists working with the child. • Assists parents in setting up meeting with school officials as needed.
• Attends all Individual Educational Plan (IEP) meetings with parent.
• Arranges intervention services as needed.
